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The 30™ Anniversary Conference

July 21-23, 2006
Atlanta Marriott @ Gwinnett Place

Invited by & [ % (Lily Hwang)
President, CAPASUS

Featuring special celebrations on the 30th anni-
versary of CAPASUS, including pre-convention
tours (Georgia Aquarium & Midtown Atlantic Sta-
tion), an exhibition of CAPASUS memorabilia, a
special publication of CAPASUS history and ex-
perience, excellent keynote speeches and panel
discussion/presentations, and silent auction. Popu-
lar seminars on medicine and health, arts and hu-
manities, as well as acupuncture service are also
offered. The Convention will be opened by a re-
ception hosted by TECO in Atlanta. Following the
TECO reception is a party hosted by CAPASUS.

Location: Atlanta Marriott at Gwinnett Place
(www.marriott.com/atlgp) (@ Exit 104 of [-85.
1775 Pleasant Hill Road, Duluth, Georgia 30096
Phone: 770-923-1775.

For further information, please contact Lily Hwang
@ 770-414-0595 or lhwang@bellsouth.net
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30 Years’ Perspectives of CAPASUS

Keynote Speakers: The Chief Representative,

Dr. David Tawei Lee [Z{8FR A #E] (being in-
vited), Dr. Joseph Jen [{£%r L], former Under

Secretary for Research, Education, and Econom-
ics of United States Department of Agriculture,

and Mr. Norman Fu [z ], US Bureau Chief,
China Times.

Themes of Technical Sessions: Environment
and Energy Conservations. Experts on these
subject matters are invited to give panel presenta-
tions.
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The Information Society

Technology in recent decades has reshaped com-
munication all over the world. Data including text,
sound, voices and photo graphics are easy to ex-
change cheaply. Wireless technology, including
cellular phones and internet connection allow peo-
ple to take of care of business almost anywhere
and anytime. The improvement of hardware, soft-
ware and all other infrastructure of data commum-
cations make end user much easy to use. The
speed of data exchange has reshaped the daily life
of all industrialized countries.

Maybe you are not really a computer user that en-
joys the convenience of these changes. However,
traffic 1s increasing. Life is busy, and material
flow in and out is faster than ever. Communica-
tion 1s much easier and cheaper. The information
age has changed the ways that people live, work
and play. However, there have also been some
negative consequences to this newfound conven-
lence, such as “Cyber Crimes”. Laws need to be
rewritten and may never catch up to the speed of
change. Business is conducted in different ways.
“Office Mobility™ is no longer a dream, and most
sale activities can easily to be conducted on roads,
n restaurants, or in any corner of the city. Gov-
ernments are now providing services to their peo-
ple more efficiently. Some cities have begun ac-
cepting payments on the internet for traffic fines
and taxes.

Program Announcement
Speakers at Saturday Luncheon -

Mr. &K (being invited) »

%- Dr. Ff# » Dr. ZE##  Dr. IR
Speakers af Panels on Environment and

Energy - Dr. Viung Chung ( #8324) » Dr. Zhe Chuan
Feng (BE7][]) » Mr. Alex Wu (5248 ) > Dr. Jy S. Wu
( 24%077) » Dr. Shoou-Yuh Chang (58~F

£ ) Dr. Tsung-Hung Peng ( B5557%) »
Dr. William Cheng (E[Z£ &)

Speakers on Arts and Humanities, and

Medicine * Mr. Chin-cheng Hung (3t&:

i) » Dr. George C. H. Sun (#£%54%) > Dr. C. L. Lin ( $f
#&3g) > Dr. Willie Chen (PZE(R) SR ZHE - Dr.
Min-Nan Sze (fef55) #i2 /B S 1% -
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The information revolution is good news for
most industrial counties. It is bad news for Third
World countries. The gap between poor and rich
1s getting even worse. This situation is applica-
ble to both individuals and countries. The gap
between poor and rich seems hopeless. It 1s a
“Digital Gap”. Illiteracy refers to people who
cannot read. Illiteracy prevents people from hav-
ing the chance to learn and gain more opportuni-
ties to advance. What about computer illiteracy?
It will cause people to lose a lot of opportunities
too. Does the information revolution really
benefit the whole world? Actually it does not. It
only benefits a small portion of these rich coun-
tries and individuals. It was said that if the
whole world’s population was only 100 people,
there 1s only one person that can own a com-
puter and one person that can have a college
education. If you are a computer user and live in
an industrialized country, you are considered as
part of the world’s elite.

What does this high speed information society
mean to you? The boundary of country has
gradually become vague for industrial countries.
Capital flows to where the people or businesses
need it most. Most business transactions are now
cashless. Do you carry only small amounts of
cash in your wallet but a bunch of plastic cards?
The cashless society 1s becoming more of a real-
ity. Your money is just a digital number that 1s
stored in a bank’s computer servers. You can
spend 1t without counting the bills and coins.
You can pay bills, shop, and buy tickets by just
clicking your mouse.

It affects each individual that 1s for sure. What
will happen in the next few next decades? Have
you prepared for the wave of this change? No
matter whether you like it or not, the impact will
continue. The game of the whole world is being
rewritten, and the competition is no longer local,

but global.

Globalization has been happening for years.
Critics can see only the richest countries getting
the most benefits of globalization. Garrett
(2004) said that



“People and countries must be competitive in either
the knowledge economy, which rewards skills, and
institutions that promote cutting-edge technological
innovation, or the low-wage economy, which uses
widely available technology to do routine tasks at the
lowest possible cost. Those who cannot compete in
either include not only the erstwhile industrial middle
class in wealthy nations, but also most countries in the
middle of the worldwide distribution of income, nota-
bly in Latin America and eastern and central
Europe.”

This is what happened during my employment in the
world’s largest defense company due to outsourcing.
“Qutsourcing” 1s not a new term for most working
Americans. The consequences of outsourcing might
include lost jobs and plants shutting down. Employees
are afraid of losing jobs to domestic competitors or
overseas, and they are resisting it. The legislators are
making laws to protect it. At the company I work,
when the labor union agreement expired, the labor
union went on strike for job security and medical
benefits.

You might believe that America has already been a
product of globalization for many years even before
all the internal trade treaties had been signed. The
trends squeeze all the middle class, not only in Amer-
ica but worldwide. To be in a position to compete,
either you have a good skill or knowledge in the high
technology that the market needs, or you sell your
time as a cheap laborer. Individuals who have know-
how and skills to use the tools will be better off. Life-
time-learning and self-teaching might be the key to
survive. A famous college degree is no longer a guar-
antee to success. Formal college education 1s just the
beginning of all the learning.

Young school kids do not have any difficulties at all
for these changes. For “E-Generations™ it 1s not even a
change. It is the way they grow up. Whatever comes to
them, they absorb and adopt it. They did not need to
know what is different between software and hardware.
What the ADSL™ and TCP/IP®. They just turn on the
computer and “plug and play”. Sony’s “Walkman”
changed the way that people listened to music two dec-
ades ago. Now, it 1s the turn of Apple Computer’s
iPod. Thousands of songs come in one little box. You
are bringing a music library with you.

Data and information are abundant on the inter-
net and in computer servers, like the music in
our 1iPods. Data are like raw materials and are
useless unless you process it. Actually, infor-
mation did not even exist unless you analyzed
and used it. As long as data is accurate, proc-
essed, analyzed, and can be used in time, it be-
come valuable. Knowledge means you can get
the information at the right time and use it in
the right place. Data can be collected, gener-
ated, stored and analyzed. However, how to
make decisions and use this information de-
pends on the end users. In other words, the
computer is a tool and information is just digital
messages.

For those people who do not have time to do all
the processes, ESDS (Executive Support Deci-
sion System) has been designed for them. It lets
the high level managers make decisions quickly
without going through all the data processing.
The time that is saved for these high level man-
agers can be used for more important things,
such as company long term goals and business
strategies. Making quality decisions depends on
the accuracy and the quality of the information
that you have and how the people use it. This 1s
true even if you are not a high level manger in a
company. Data is abundant in this information
society. Do you know how to take advantage of
these changes?

Reference:

(1) ADSL: ADSL is an interesting technology
Jfor the transport of VoD-services or other
high bit-rate services over the ordinary
phone-lines.

Saarela, Kimmo. Retrieved Feb. 21, 2006
from http://www.cs.tut.fi'tlt/stuff/adsl/
pt_adsl.html

(2) TCP/IP 1s short for Transmission Control
Protocol/Internet Protocol, the suite of
communications protocols used to connect
hosts on the Internet.

About Author:

Terry Tsai (Z2+-11)) is senior engineer of Lock-
heed Martin Aeronautical Company. He is team

member of JSF (Joint Strike Fighter) program.
He lives in the Kennesaw, Georgia.
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