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The ceaseless drizzle drips all the dismal day,
So broken-hearted fares the traveler on the way.
When asked where could be found a tavern bower,

A cow boy points to yonder village of the apricot flower.
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Year of the Water Dragon in Tallahassee, Florida
Tien-Shuenn Wu

Chinese Myths

Chinese myth believes that the rainfall was controlled by the water dragon.

Year of the Dragon

To be one of Taiwanese American Association (TAA) of Tallahassee founders, | had
worked very hard to promote the Chinese New Year celebration activities. One unique
difference for the TAA among so many Asian communities is that TAA has attracted
many general public to attend the cultural activities. Usually, TAA can always have
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over 50% attendees not originally from Taiwan. | was very happy to see Tallahassee
Nurseries at Thomasville Road set up a big dragon for welcome the Year of Dragon
coming last year when | was very busy to promote the 1985 movie “Year of the
Dragon”. | told many people to find the younger me standing by the 1980°’s golden
boy - Mickey Rourke in the play of Chinese gambling. I did take the chance to ran to
the golden boy when the 1978 Academy Award Best Director Michael Cimino yelling
to the extras not stopping running or/and not looking at the camera over 12 times for
those no good (NG) actions. Those repeated NG “stand by and action” took whole day
to satisfy Director Cimino. Later, my wife and | went to Wilmington, North Carolina
to continue the extra roles two more times. Below is a movie screen dump photo of
younger me holding some $1 bills during the gambling game before Mickey Rourke
broke in the basement shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1:  Younger me holding some $1 bills during the gambling game before
Mickey Rourke broke in the basement.

Year of the Water Dragon

During the TAA Chinese New Year celebration party, a non-Taiwanese guest told me
that the nurseries owner would like to promote the cultural diversity in Tallahassee and
she asked me what is the meaning of Year of the Water Dragon after she heard the
introduction of Chinese lunar-solar calendar was based on 5 elements (gold, wood,
water, fire, and earth) and Chinese Zodiac (rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse,
goat, monkey, rooster, dog, and pig). | automatically answered her that the Year 2012
would be a wet year and we could experience a lot of rain in Tallahassee.



Daily War of the Words

After the TAA Chinese New Year party, one of my walking partners asked me about
the party. | told him that | predicted Year 2012 would be a wet year in the party based
on Chinese ancestors’ wisdom. He disagreed and mentioned Tallahassee would be still
drought in 2012. We started a daily war of words for many days.

Science-Base Bet

Because no agreement for the war of words, we decided to form an official science-
based bet to use the Tallahassee Airport rainfall data to determine if the 2012 annual
rainfall exceeding the normal rainfall data (30-year annual averaged based on the
rainfall between 1981 and 2010). The 30 year averaged annual rainfall is 59.23 inch
about few inches lower than the averaged value by using the data between 1961 to

1990 shown in Figure 2.
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Average Annual Precipitation

Florida

Legend (in inches)
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Copyright 2000 by Spatial Climate Analysis Service.
Oregon State University
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‘The atest PRISM digital data - : : o
sets created by meds'agcns can map was . The size of each grid pixel is
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So at the MRCS Water and Climate Center.
http:#erere climatesource com
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Figure 2:  Florida Average Annual precipitation based on the data from 1961 to

1990.

We announced this bet based on the 2012 annual rainfall if exceeds the magic number
59.23 by midnight of January 1, 2013 to many friends; someone indicated that we were
two frogs in the well and only knowing the sky so small. We should bet on the global
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view of wet or drought. We are the two happy Tallahassee frogs in Tallahassee. We
would focus on the rainfall data in Tallahassee Airport, but we did like the global idea.
We promote our bet to the other Florida cities in Orlando, Miami, Tampa, West Palm
Beach and the cities in other states like Boston, Atlanta, Washington DC, Chicago,
New York, Houston, Dallas, Austin, Detroit, San Francisco, Los Angle, St. Louise,
Seattle, Phoenix, and the cities in Canada, Taiwan, and China. Hopefully, they would
verify if 2012 is a wet year in their home towns.

On February 20, 2012, we decided to use the rainfall data based on Weather
Underground Inc.’s data posted on the website: http://www.wunderground.com This
company provides the state-of-the-art technology monitors conditions and forecasts for
over 60,000 U.S. and international cities, Theoretically, someone can use this
company’s information to check the global checking the year 2012 is wet or drought on
January 1, 2013.

Since our ambition was small just wanted to verify if the water dragon would provide a
wet 2012 year in Tallahassee, we started to plot the daily data to update the daily
rainfall status for the bet. It was very hard for me to make people believe Year 2012
would be a wet year, because last few years were drought. Especially, we only have
34.81 inches rainfall in 2011. It was 24.42 inches shortage from the normal annual
rainfall. Who will believe the Chinese mythology — water dragon? Only the person
who believes in the Water Dragon having the guts to predict 2012 is a wet year in
Tallahassee.

Please see the Figure 3 below showing the drought before Hurricane Debby passed by
Tallahassee on June 26, 2012. | had heard enough that your sissy dragon is
dehydrated. Finally, I could say my naughty children (water dragons) played too hard
and came back home to support the father’s bet.

After many days of war of words, my bet was behind again shown in Figure 3 till
Storm Isaac passed by Tallahassee on August 29, 2012. | was very happy to see my bet
was keeping leading for 6.64 inches on October 3, 2012. If my water dragons did
provide Tallahassee 3.59 inches rainfall, I would win the bet and claim that the Water
Dragons came back to Tallahassee.

Again, my water dragons tortured me for 68 days and only provided 0.43 inches of
rainfall between October 3 and December 10, 2012 shown in the flat record in Figure
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3. I still had strong faith from of the Chinese ancestors’ wisdom. Please see closely
the plot of the next 21 days showing a very close bet in Figure 3, but it was too close to
tell the difference.

Year todate precipitation
(Tallahassee Airport)

"Normal™ means 30-year annual averaged

¢ 2012 ONormal x2011

20 -

Rainfall (inch)
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o
I

0

1/1 4/10 7/19 10/27

Date

Figure 3:  Daily Rainfalls in Tallahassee Airport.

A Close Bet by Leading 0.08 Inch

Figure 4 below is the only December plot for the Tallahassee Airport rainfall data.
This is the period of winter storms. Fortunately, Tallahassee did not have too serious
problem and Water Dragons still brought back rainfall on and off to make the bet more
interesting. Finally, the bet was over in the 4:00 AM of Saturday morning, December
29, 2012. Both of us learned the results after waking up and | could claim the title of
the King of Water Dragon in Tallahassee by leading 0.08 inch.
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2012 December precipitation

(Tallahassee Airport)
"Normal" means 30-year annual averaged™
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Figure 4:  December Daily Rainfall in Tallahassee Airport.
Chinese Myth Will Be Carried On

| was very happy to have the betting result before the deadline for jumping the Fiscal
Cliff. Otherwise, my walking partner will keep on saying that the water dragon is my
fantasy for the next 60 years.

| asked my boys to carry on this Chinese Myth and verify if the Year of Water Dragon
will be the wet year again in Year 2072 wherever they will be..
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Anti-virus, anti-spam software: Microsoft security essentials

http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/products/security-essentials
AVG Anti-Virus Free 2013 http://free.avg.com/us-en/free-antivirus-download
Anti-spyware: SuperAntispyware http://superantispyware.com/
Uninstaller: Revo Uninstaller Free Edition

http://www.revouninstaller.com/start_freeware_download.html

Clean history, cookies, etc.: CCleaner http://www.piriform.com/ccleaner
Computer specifications: speccy

http://www.piriform.com/speccy/download/standard

Hard drive defragmentation: Disk Defrag Screensaver

http://auslogics-disk-defrag-screensaver.en.softonic.com/

Internet Browser: Mozilla Firefox http://www.mozilla.org/en-US/

Web site production/hosting: Weebly (Free Edition with 2 sites and Pro edition with
10 sites @ $40/year)

http://www.weebly.com/
Word/presentation/spreadsheet suite: Open Office

http://www.openoffice.org/download/other.htmlttested-full



24

Chinese word processor: NJStar (it is a trial software, but you don’t have to buy if you don’t
want to) http://www.njstar.com/cms/download

Publisher: Scribus http://www.scribus.net/canvas/Scribus
Photo/image/graphic editor: IrfanView http://www.irfanview.com/
Photo/image/graphic editor: Paint.net http://www.getpaint.net/

Screen capture: MWsnap
http://www.mirekw.com/winfreeware/mwsnap.html

Sound editor: audacity http://audacity.sourceforge.net/

Video editor: Microsoft Movie Maker
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows7/products/features/movie-maker

Slide show: Microsoft Photo story
http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?displaylang=en&id=11132

Video/movie player: VLC media player http://www.videolan.org/vic/

Download youtube videos and convert videos: Youtube downloader Basic Version
http://youtubedownload.altervista.org/

Animation of Gif images: UnFREEZ
http://www.softpedia.com/get/Multimedia/Graphic/Graphic-Editors/UnFREEz.shtml

Cloud storage: Dropbox (5 GB storage with a free subscription)
https://www.dropbox.com/

Cloud storage: Skydrive (5 to 25 GB storage with a free subscription)
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/skydrive/home

To send a large file less than 100 MB: http://wikisend.com/
Read Word Journal t#5.H#z online: http://epaper.worldjournal.com/ga3.html



