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Dental Implants – The Better Option

郭忠倫醫師 Dr. John C. Kuo, DMD
North Macon Dental Associates in Macon, GA

What are implants?

• An implant is a titanium post used to replace 
a missing tooth root.

How does an implant work?

• An implant is placed in your bone 
where it is used as an anchor to 
secure a replacement tooth.

Benefits of an implant

• There are a number of significant advantages 
that an implant offers.

Preserves bone anatomy

• When you have missing teeth, the bone 
begins to shrink over time.

• The erosion of bone can cause adjacent teeth 
to become loose and more sensitive.

• Shrinking bone can also change your facial 
shape.

• Dental implants can help prevent the 
deterioration of your natural facial structure.

Prevents unnecessary work on healthy 
teeth

• An implant is a better solution than 
bridgework.

• An implant would prevent unnecessary work 
on adjacent healthy teeth.
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Secure anchorage

• Once an implant is anchored into the bone, it 
becomes a stable platform that does not 
move.

What are the steps during implant 
placement?

• The placement of an implant requires several 
steps that take place over a period of three or 
more months.

Consult

• The initial consult is very important to 
determine if a patient is a good candidate for 
an implant.

• Medical and dental history are reviewed.
• Bone height and width of the implant area are 

measured via radiographs and/or CT scan.

Implant  Placement

• The implant is placed into the 
jaw while you are under local 
or general anesthesia.

• Over the next few months, the 
bone will integrate with the 
implant and anchor it into 
position

Restoring the implant

• Once the implant is ready for restoration, an 
abutment is attached to the implant.

• An impression is taken and a replacement 
tooth is fabricated to restore the implant.

Proper maintenance

• Brush and floss your teeth like you normally 
do.  

• Regular cleanings and exams every 6 months.
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Types of treatments

• Implants can be used to treat a single missing 
tooth, multiple missing teeth, or the  
edentulous mouth.

Questions?
jckuodmd@gmail.com


